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In  cooperat ion with the 

Pike  County  Scenic  Rural  

Character  Preservat ion Board  

The Mission of the Pike County 

Scenic Rural Character 

Preservation Program is to provide 

for the protection of  drinking water; 

wildlife habitat; preservation of scenic 

ridges and critical open space; protection 

of water quality of rivers, lakes and 

streams; parks and recreational areas; 

improved county and municipal planning; 

and related acquisitions of real property 

or interests therein from willing sellers on 

a voluntary basis and to provide 

education, outreach and the provision of 

funds for such  purposes.  

Pike County Scenic Rural 
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Pike County municipalities can apply for 

funding to update their Comprehensive 

Plans; create or update Open Space, 

Greenway and Recreation Plans; or to 

update their ordinances. Funding through 

the Preservation program is often matched 

with state grant funds, allowing 

municipalities to update with little outlay of 

municipal funds. 

Eligible applicants can apply for Preservation 

funding to protect the conservation and 

natural resource values of their property. 

This is done through a Conservation 

Easement –a legally binding agreement– that 

will protect these resources permanently in 

accordance with the landowner’s wishes. 

Funding exists to acquire lands (from willing 

sellers) for open space, parks and recreation 

areas, wildlife habitat enhancement, etc.  

Once protected, the public can enjoy a 

variety of uses with open access to these 

lands. 

Unique to Pike County is the Donated 

Conservation Easement funding category.  

The Preservation program offers grants up 

to $25,000 (to cover associated costs) for 

landowners wishing to donate a 

conservation easement.  These lands remain 

in private ownership and are not open to 

the public; however, a conservation 

easement protects water quality and 

maintains scenic corridors. 
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In 2005, a Pike County citizen 

group, the Alliance to Keep Pike 

Green, worked with the Pike 

County Commissioners to place 

a bond referendum on the 

November electoral ballot.  The 

bond referendum, which passed by an 

overwhelming 68.2% yes vote, gave approval 

by Pike County citizens to aid in protecting 

our scenic rural character and quality of life 

by authorizing the issuance of public debt, 

and the expenditure of, up to $10 million 

over 10 years for increased planning 

at the county and municipal levels 

and for the purchase of land and 

land protection agreements from 

willing sellers in the County. In many 

cases, the funds under this Pike County 

Scenic Rural Character Preservation 

Program could be used as matching 

funds by the County and 

municipalities to leverage millions 

of dollars in state, federal or other 

matching funds for planning and land 

acquisition for open space and parks. 

The Pike County Preservation Program began 

awarding funds for Municipal Planning 

Initiatives in February 2007 and the program 

quickly grew from there.  By 2009, nine (9) of 

the county’s thirteen municipalities had 

applied for and received funding to update 

their planning documents. To date, almost 

$400,000 has been awarded for 17 projects. 

 

February 2009 marked the first grant award 

for a land acquisition project, creating a 143 

acre recreational park.  Ten (10) projects 

have been awarded funding as a result of the 

county preservation program, protecting 

3,500 acres.  The majority of these lands are 

fully open to the public, offering various 

recreational opportunities.  To learn more 

about each property, visit our website at 

srcp.pikepa.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the Ad-Hoc committee offered their 

recommendations to the Commissioners in 

September 2005 on the program referendum, 
they charged the Preservation Board with 

matching county preservation dollars with 

other grant funding sources.  

 

As of January 2012, for every Preservation 

Program dollar spent on Municipal Planning 

Initiatives and Land Acquisitions & Easements, 

the program has been able to pull in 90 cents 

in matching grants and other outside funds. 

 White Deer Knob   310 acres 

 Stairway Ridge        708 acres 

Long Swamp            486 acres 

 Akenac Park             143 acre 

 Lackawaxen Park    138 acres 


